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The Tabard Theatre Company Presents 
the South Bay Premiere of
Alfred Uhry’s Pulitzer Prize-winning play 
Driving Miss Daisy
SAN JOSE, Calif. (October 19, 2010) –The Tabard Theatre Company continues its 10th Anniversary Season with DRIVING MISS DAISY, a South Bay premiere of Alfred Uhry’s inspiring Pulitzer Prize-winning play. Eleven performances will be presented November 12 through 27, 2010, at Theatre on San Pedro Square in downtown San Jose.
DRIVING MISS DAISY takes place over the course of 25 years as Hoke Colburn, a black man, chauffeurs Daisy Werthan, an elderly Jewish widow, around Atlanta and on a road trip to Mobile, Alabama. Along the way they forge a friendship that lasts a lifetime when they discover they have more in common than anyone thought. Miss Daisy teaches Hoke to read. And from him, she learns more about the racism and prejudice that divide their country. Together, they witness the transformation of American and especially Southern society in the tumultuous years between 1948 and 1973.
"DRIVING MISS DAISY is thoughtful, engaging entertainment for the whole family and for audiences of all ages,” said Tabard’s executive director, Cathy Spielberger Cassetta. “It encourages us to emphasize our similarities rather than our differences by finding common ground and building relationships. Miss Daisy comes to realize that because of her religion and heritage she is vulnerable to the same prejudice and hatred that threaten Hoke because of his race. Theirs is a journey of friendship and acceptance in a rapidly changing world. What a perfect play to share with family and friends during the Thanksgiving season!” 

The cast for DRIVING MISS DAISY is small but mighty: 

•  Beverley Griffith makes her Tabard Theatre Company debut as Miss Daisy. Griffith’s career has taken her around the world as a dancer, as well as to many Bay Area companies as an actor: Moulin Rouge (Paris), USO and Lido (Las Vegas), Circus Conelli (Switzerland), Shady Shakespeare (Romeo and Juliet, Richard III, The Taming of the Shrew, As You Like It), Palo Alto Players/City Lights (Noises Off), The Pear (The Shaker Chair), Bus Barn (Leading Ladies, Enchanted April), Renegade (Waiting to Dance), City Lights (Lysistrata), and Pigeon Players (The Importance of Being Earnest).
•  James Creer plays Hoke, the compassionate chauffeur. Creer is a favorite with Tabard audiences, most recently in his knockout performance channeling Cab Calloway for “Minnie the Moocher” in Stompin’ at the Savoy, as The Man in Crowns, and Jeff White in Lady, Be Good. Other recent local performances include Ain’t Misbehavin’ and Ragtime (South Bay Musical Theatre), 
 •  Toby Cordone plays Boolie, Miss Daisy’s son. This is Cordone’s third Tabard appearance, following his roles in Smoke on the Mountain and Pandemonium. 

Director for DRIVING MISS DAISY is Doug Baird, a Tabard associate artistic director. Previously for the company, Baird has directed Hold on to Love. Another recent directing credit is My Fair Lady (West Valley Light Opera). Describing his affection and appreciation for this play, Baird commented, “It’s a joy to bring to life this very charming story with deeply interesting characters that area audiences have only met on-screen, not live on stage. And that’s the key – to meet these people in person, in an intimate venue, where you can experience their journey of friendship in a very tangible, personal way.”  

Tabard donates a portion of its concession proceeds to nonprofit organizations that are thematically related to its shows. The designated nonprofit for DRIVING MISS DAISY is Outreach, the nonprofit transportation branch of VTA, to support its work of chauffeuring the elderly and disabled of Santa Clara County.

DRIVING MISS DAISY will run November 12 through 27 at Theatre on San Pedro Square, 29 North San Pedro Street in downtown San Jose. All evening performances are at 8 o’clock (no evening performances on November 26 and 27); Saturday matinees at 3pm, Sundays at 2pm. Special matinee performances Thanksgiving weekend at 3pm: Friday, November 26 and Saturday, November 27 (final performance). Tickets are available at www.tabardtheatre.org, tickets@tabardtheatre.org, or by calling 800-838-3006. Adults $24; Seniors $22; Adult Students $15; Youth/Kids $10. Advance purchase strongly recommended.
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Daisy: Beverley Griffith as Miss Daisy and James Creer as Hoke

IMG: (from left) Toby Cordone as Boolie and James Creer as Hoke
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Founded in 2001, THE TABARD Theatre Company is the managing and resident theatre company of Theatre on San Pedro Square, with offices in South San Jose. Tabard is committed to making a difference in the community through the arts by presenting professional-quality shows that are suitable and appropriate for audiences of all ages. Tabard actors, stage crew, and staff of all ages come from throughout the Bay Area as well as San Jose. The company is also committed to making theatre affordable and accessible for all, a goal it meets through its various outreach programs. Additionally, Tabard donates a portion of its concession proceeds to nonprofit organizations that are thematically related to the shows and often includes food or clothing drives during its productions. Tabard produces five main stage-productions.

Tabard dedicates its10th season to celebrations and promises to deliver just that with each production. Coming later this season: THE GIFTS OF THE MAGI (Dec. 3-19), SEE HOW THEY RUN (Jan. 28- Feb 20), and FOLLIES CONCERT VERSION (Mar. 4-27).  Inspiration and Imagination found here. Tabard.

For more information about performances visit http://www.tabardtheatre.org.  

