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 Tabard Shakes up the Holidays with 

Musical World Premiere 

THE POPTIMISTS 
A satirical musical twist, shaken AND stirred
SAN JOSE, Calif. (Nov. 11, 2009) – Continuing its commitment to bring unfamiliar and new works to the stage, The Tabard Theatre Company presents the world premiere of local playwright and composer Ted Kopulos’ musical satire THE POPTIMISTS at Theatre on San Pedro Square, December 4th through 12th, 2009.
When Kopulos sent a general e-mail seeking a venue to present THE POPTIMISTS, Tabard’s executive director, Cathy Spielberger Cassetta, recognized immediately that this was a show Tabard would be excited to co-produce with T & T Productions, thus contributing to the birth of a new musical. Under Cassetta’s guidance, Tabard has produced five world premieres to date, including Tabard’s recent premiere production of A TAFFETA WEDDING, a significant accomplishment for a company just entering its ninth season. 

“Tabard has accomplished a great deal very quickly,” commented Kopulos. “That they are committed to bringing new works to life is extraordinary.” Cassetta is delighted to be joining forces with Kopulos on this theatrical adventure. “Ted is incredibly talented. It’s wonderful that we can include THE POPTIMISTS in Tabard’s 2009–2010 season. Frankly, I’m looking forward to more collaboration between Tabard and Ted.” 

Having worked together for many years, Kopulos and Cassetta struck an agreement to include THE POPTIMISTS in Tabard’s 2009–2010 season as a Tabard Too! Production—still Tabard (family-friendly) but PG-13. 

“While there will be many wonderful holiday shows, THE POPTIMISTS provides a fun and funny alternative, providing laughs on many levels for all ages,” says Kopulos.  “Humorous nostalgia for the adults, plenty of silliness and musical fun for the younger folks, and a whole new score of lightly twisted songs.” 

“The Poptimists arose out of a high school memory of mine from the early 1970s,” recalls Kopulos. “The Spurrlows, a traveling group of performers akin to The New Christy Minstrels and The Serendipity Singers, came to entertain at Leigh High.  They were clean cut, optimistic and sang contemporary pop tunes.  THE POPTIMISTS is the satirical story of such a group in 1970, spreading the patriotic word while performing at a high school assembly.”  
Kopulos further explains that “The Poptimists is an affectionate and clever poke at the politics and perspectives that defined the decade, not so subtly wrapped in upbeat American clothing and brought to you by fictional corporate sponsor, DynoSunCo, the leader in clean, environmentally friendly American nuclear power. Now that's something to sing about!  If you like musical satires like A MIGHTY WIND and THIS IS SPINAL TAP, then THE POPTIMISTS should be right up your alley.”

A theatre graduate of San Jose State University and San Jose’s Leigh High School, Ted Kopulos has been working in local theatre for more than 30 years and 100 productions. His original plays that have been produced include Parlour Games, Doubles, and Golden Gates. His musical adaptations include Kulyenchikov (from Neil Simon's Fools) and It's Your Year, Charlie Brown, which he wrote and composed for the opening of the Charles M. Schulz Museum in Santa Rosa. Kopulos has also compiled and edited the final published version of the stage play The Martian Chronicles by Ray Bradbury. 

THE POPTIMISTS will run December 4th through the 12th at Theater on San Pedro Square for a limited engagement of ten performances.  All evening performances at 8 p.m.; Saturday matinees at 3 p.m., Sunday December 6 at 2 p.m.  Tickets: Adults: $24; Seniors (62+): $22; Adult Students (18+); $15; Students (13-17): $10 (A portion of concessions proceeds will be donated to Bridges to Music).  Tickets are available at 1-800-838-3006 and online at tabardtheatre.org.  Reservations are strongly encouraged.

Photos are available at www.tabardtheatre.org/About Us/Press Room
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