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Brian Copeland’s NOT A GENUINE BLACK MAN

Returns to San Jose Thanksgiving Weekend

SAN JOSE, Calif. (Nov. 2, 2009) – Back by popular demand, The Tabard Theatre Company, in association with CaroLena Productions, presents a special limited engagement of writer, actor, comedian Brian Copeland's NOT A GENUINE BLACK MAN at Theatre on San Pedro Square, Thanksgiving weekend, November 27-29.

NOT A GENUINE BLACK MAN tells Copeland’s compelling story of growing up African-American in the 1970’s in 99.99% white San Leandro, California, which at the time was considered one of the most racist suburbs in America.  During the two-hour show, Copeland portrays over 30 characters.

“I would describe the show as a mix of comedy and pathos that makes people really think about who they are and who we are as a nation and a people,” says Copeland. “It's laughter, tears and sociology.”

NOT A GENUINE BLACK MAN had a smash run Off-Broadway and in Los Angeles, and holds the record for the longest-running solo show in San Francisco theatre history.  It is currently in development as a television series, and Copeland says the show continues to evolve.

“I feel that my portrayals of the characters have become sharper. I continue to find things in the play that can evoke a laugh or an emotional reaction that I hadn't thought of before. I hope the audience leaves feeling that they have had a great evening of thought-provoking, entertaining theater.”

Executive Director Cathy Spielberger Cassetta says NOT A GENUINE BLACK MAN is a perfect fit for what The Tabard Theatre Company is trying to do in the community.

“One of Tabard's missions is to break down walls between people groups, and NOT A GENUINE BLACK MAN accomplishes that.  Brian did this one-man show at Theatre on San Pedro Square last season. Many Tabard subscribers and patrons attended. Including Brian's show in our season is a reasonable next step.”

The book, based on his one-man show, was chosen by Silicon Valley Reads earlier this year as its selection, and is required reading in several high schools, colleges and universities across the country.  Tabard strongly encourages works from the page to the stage.

“This book is not about what happens somewhere else,” says Cassetta.  “It’s pretty much a story about here.”

NOT A GENUINE BLACK MAN is a Tabard Too! (PG-13) production because it does contain language that is not appropriate for all audiences (Tabard shows are suitable for audiences of all ages.)

In keeping with Tabard’s tradition, a portion of concession proceeds from NOT A GENUINE BLACK MAN will be donated to a local non-profit.  The San Jose Chapter of Links, Inc., (www.sanjoselinksinc.com) is the non-profit designated for this production.  
NOT A GENUINE BLACK MAN runs for three shows only, 8 p.m. on November 27-28, and 3 p.m. on November 29, at Theatre on San Pedro Square. Tickets to Tabard productions are available online at www.tabardtheatre.org or 800-838-3006.  Reservations strongly recommended.
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High-resolution photos of all Tabard productions are available for download at http://www.tabardtheatre.org/press.html

