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The Tabard Theatre Company Celebrates Its 10th Season 

With Big Band Music, a Pulitzer Prize Winner, 

and a Tony-Award Winning Score

Including A World Premiere!
SAN JOSE, Calif. (August 2, 2010) – The Tabard Theatre Company announced it is producing five shows celebrating its 10th season, promising fun and festive theatrical adventures for its 2010-1011 season at Theatre on San Pedro Square in downtown San Jose.  The lineup includes a world premiere Big Band floorshow, a Pulitzer-Prize winner, and a Tony-award winning score.  Subscriptions are $40 - $105 and are available at 800-838-3006, tickets@tabardtheatre.org or www.tabardtheatre.org.

Executive Director Cathy Spielberger Cassetta has chosen “Celebration” as the theme for its 2010-2011 season as Tabard celebrates its 10th anniversary of offering professional level theatre productions of works not commonly produced or new works that are suitable for audiences of all ages.  Tabard has also introduced Tabard Too!, productions considered PG-13. 
Kicking off the season in October is STOMPIN’ AT THE SAVOY, a world premiere musical produced in collaboration with San Jose Jazz that celebrates the music of the Big Band era. Done in the style of a Big Band floor show similar to those presented by the Dorseys, Harry James, Duke Ellington and others, STOMPIN’ AT THE SAVOY will include songs from the late 1920s to the mid 1940s, and will even provide opportunity for the audience to dance to the popular tunes. The creative team leading this production include Cassetta, Gus Kambeitz, Dottie Lester-White, Tabard associate artistic director Diane Milo and Geoff Roach, executive director of San Jose Jazz.

Cassetta and Roach are thrilled at this opportunity for their two organizations to work together. “It’s a perfect blend of what we each do best. And San Jose hasn’t had this kind of floor show in decades. Audiences will love the music, the singers and the chance to dance if they like,” said Cassetta.  STOMPIN’ AT THE SAVOY will run October 8 – 24. 

The other four productions on Tabard’s 2010-2011 calendar include a Tabard audience favorite, a world premiere comedy and two South Bay  premieres:  

DRIVING MISS DAISY (November 12-27) In November, Tabard celebrates the journey of friendship in Alfred Uhry’s Pulitzer Prize-winning play, DRIVING MISS DAISY.  Starring Beverley Griffith and James Creer, the production will be directed by Tabard associate artistic director Doug Baird, who directed HOLD ON TO LOVE for Tabard in 2009-2010.  DRIVING MISS DAISY explores the unlikely and unusual growing friendship between a fiercely independent elderly Southern lady and her black chauffeur, told over the 25-year period from 1948 to 1973.  The story finds the main characters growing ever closer and more dependent on each other, despite their mutual differences, until they become almost a couple. The New York Post called it “…a perfectly poised and shaped miniature on the odd-couple theme.” The 1989 movie version won an Academy Award for Jessica Tandy and an Oscar nomination for Morgan Freeman, who originated the role of Hoke on stage.
THE GIFTS OF THE MAGI (December 3-19) Tabard will celebrate love and giving in the musical blending of two O.Henry short stories (The Gift of the Magi and The Cop and the Anthem) in the December production of THE GIFTS OF THE MAGI, a musical comedy originally produced in Tabard’s third season.  A musical that the New York Tribune called  “ … a bright and beguiling musical,” Christopher Catt, the director of the original New York production, described this show as “a simple story of the consequences and significance of the act of giving.“  Diane Milo, who directed LADY, BE GOOD for Tabard in 2010, will direct with Karen Adkins as music director.  Choirs from local schools will be featured at each performance. Schools interested in participating should contact Tabard directly.

“THE GIFTS OF THE MAGI is a touching story that beautifully illustrates the true meaning of Christmas,” said Milo.  “It is complimented by a very lyrical and lovely musical score.  This production will resonate with anyone who is looking for an uplifting and heartwarming holiday story.”

SEE HOW THEY RUN (January 28- February 20) Tabard is presenting an uproariously funny English comedy written by Phillip King.  SEE HOW THEY RUN became an immediate hit in London when it premiered in the 1980s. Set in England around 1944, the comedy is a laugh-out-loud audience pleaser, filled with mistaken identities and confused characters. 

SEE HOW THEY RUN will be directed by Tabard associate artistic director Andrew Ceglio, who directed THE LITTLE PRINCE for Tabard in 2009

FOLLIES CONCERT VERSION (March 4 - 27) The 2010-2011 season will close in March by celebrating the glamour of Broadway, vaudeville and theatre with FOLLIES CONCERT VERSION.  In 1972, FOLLIES won eleven Tony Awards;  its revival on Broadway in 2001 won a Drama Desk Award. With an insightful script by James Goldman and a rich score by renowned Broadway composer Stephen Sondheim, songs from the show that have become modern standards include  "Losing My Mind," "I'm Still Here" and "Broadway Baby."  The concert version in 1985 was an overwhelming success, giving companies another version of the show that takes place in a theatre in 1971 at a reunion of performers on the eve of its being demolished to make way for a parking lot.

Cassetta looks forward to producing FOLLIES CONCERT VERSION in the historic Theatre on San Pedro Square. “The venue is a perfect setting for it. FOLLIES CONCERT VERSION is about the end of an era. It is nostalgic yet glamorous.  With this show, we end our first decade. I am very excited to be sharing Sondheim with our audiences. And a show that takes place in a theatre –even more exciting!”  

FOLLIES CONCERT VERSION will run four weeks, and be led by the creative team of Cassetta, Lester-White and Milo.  Because this production will have a few brief instances of language that would not be suitable for someone under 13, F0LLIES CONCERT VERSION will be a Tabard Too! production (PG-13).

Tabard’s productions will be performed at Theatre on San Pedro Square, 29 N. First Street, in downtown San Jose.  Season subscriptions are $40 - $105, available at 800-838-3006, tickets@tabardtheatre.org or online at www.tabardtheatre.org. 
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Note: High-resolution photos of Cassetta, Baird, Milo and all past Tabard productions are available on the About Us/Press Room page of www.tabardtheatre.org.  
