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The Tabard Theatre Company at Theatre on San Pedro Square 

Announces Its 11th Season:

Celebrating ‘The Rhythm of Life’ with Music, Drama, Comedy

Including a World Premiere and a 1940s Radio Play!  
SAN JOSE, Calif. (June 19, 2010) – The Tabard Theatre Company will produce five mainstage shows to mark its 2011–2012 season from September 16 to April 27 at Theatre on San Pedro Square, the destination for arts discovery in downtown San Jose. The company’s 11th-season repertoire includes BANDSTAND BEAT, a world premiere 1950s dance party show; THE STORY OF MY LIFE, a musical tribute to friendship; IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE, a new twist on a Christmas icon; CROSSING DELANCEY, a recognition of family and heritage; and TIN PAN ALLEY RAG, a lively homage to two legendary composers. The company’s lineup also includes two one-man shows, special celebrations on New Year’s Eve and Valentine’s Day, and four jazz concerts. Subscriptions for the five mainstage shows range from $35 to $150 and are available at 800-838-3006, 408-679-2330 or online at www.tabardtheatre.org. Events from the rest of the lineup may be added at reduced cost at subscription time. Single tickets go on sale mid-August.
Executive Director Cathy Spielberger Cassetta has chosen “The Rhythm of LIfe” as the theme for Tabard’s newest season of offering professional-level productions of new works or works not commonly produced—each suitable for audiences of all ages. ”Altogether this coming season we are offering 13 productions or events. Most of them include music. All of them underscore the ebb and flow of life. Because this is theatre, all of them have a happy ending. Let the beat begin that reflects the rhythm of life!”
• BANDSTAND BEAT

September 16–October 9, 2011

Kicking off the season is BANDSTAND BEAT, a world-premiere salute to the music of the 1950s and early ‘60s. Created by Cassetta, who also directs, the musical takes place in 1965. Hosted by the ever-popular and ever-young Sonny Sparks (played by Tabard favorite James Creer), this fictional televised dance party celebrates its 15th year on the air with a special live broadcast—in living color!—featuring the music that defined and shaped the era. The show contains familiar segments like "Beat Box," where audience members judge the dance-ability of a new tune, and "Bandstand Banter," in which Sonny interviews stars and singing sensations as well as members of the audience. And as a special treat: free dance lessons before each show and the chance to bop, twist, and  shout along with the cast. Tabard’s associate artistic director, Diane Milo, serves as vocal director for BANDSTAND BEAT; Kevin McCullough is the music director; musical arrangements by John Leslie. Tuneful, toe-tapping, and mid-century trendy, BANDSTAND BEAT offers the first-run magic that Tabard created last season with its wildly popular Stompin’ at the Savoy. 

•  THE STORY OF MY LIFE

October 28–November 20, 2011

With joy and charm, this heartfelt little musical introduces two childhood buddies, Thomas and Alvin (played by Tim Reynolds and Kevin Kirby), and shows how the bond between them profoundly defines the rest of their lives. A South Bay premiere of a Broadway hit, THE STORY OF MY LIFE is a soaring tribute to the power of friendship and the people who change our lives forever. Its music and lyrics are by Neil Bartram and book by Brian Hill. Diane Milo will direct; Jeremy Harris is the music director. 

•  IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE

December 1–18

Tabard will celebrate the holiday season with a different staging of IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE, the American classic. Presented as a 1940s radio play—with all sound effects and commercials performed in front of the “studio” audience—this lively adaptation  by Joe Landry is based on  the screenplay by Albert Hackett, Frank Capra, and Jo Swerling. The heartwarming story of one decent man’s triumph over a treacherous, cold-hearted banker has never seemed more timely. IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE is directed by Cathy Spielberger Cassetta; George and Mary Bailey are played by Ron Packard and Karen De Hart; Jeremy Harris serves as music director, providing underscoring and accompaniment.
 •  CROSSING DELANCEY

January 27–February 19, 2012  

Heart, insight, and laughs abound in CROSSING DELANCEY, a romantic comedy by Susan Sandler that achieved fame on Broadway and in a film version starring Amy Irving (Golden Globe nomination). Set in 1985, it’s the story of Izzy, who yearns to trade her traditional Jewish upbringing on New York’s Lower East Side for the slick glamour of Manhattan’s literary scene. While Izzy may be captivated by New York’s intelligentsia, she has the good sense to sit down and listen to the Old World wisdom of Bubbie, her grandmother. Bubbie (played by Beverley Griffith, who dazzled last season in Tabard’s Driving Miss Daisy) encourages Izzy to find real happiness by choosing a nice pickle vendor from the neighborhood over a sophisticated author. Go figure!  CROSSING DELANCEY is directed by Cathy Spielberger Cassetta.

• TIN PAN ALLEY RAG

March 30–April 27, 2012

Tabard’s 2011–2012 season concludes with a spirited yet thoughtful nod to the genius and very diverse backgrounds and musical styles of two legendary American composers. Glorious, toe-tapping music serves as the introduction to Scott Joplin, grandson of a slave, and Irving Berlin, son of immigrant Russian Jews. Joplin (played by James Creer, who lit up the stage last season in Stompin’ at the Savoy and Driving Miss Daisy) chases the grail of artistic success and the ghost of his young second wife. Berlin (played by Tabard regular Ben D’Angelo, also from Stompin’) is more than happy with his extraordinary commercial fame, though he also lost a bride. Directed by Diane Milo, with musical direction from Jeremy Harris, this is a tuneful, imaginary, but wholly believable meeting of the King of Ragtime and the Titan of Tin Pan Alley.

Adding more excitement to the lineup for Tabard’s 11th season are two one-man shows bringing to life a screen legend and a literary lion:

•  RIDIN’ RIGHT THROUGH THAT RAINBOW

Memorable moments with “Burt Lancaster”

Thanksgiving weekend, November 25 & 26 (3pm & 8pm each day)

Subscribers $25; single tickets $29

Actor Steve Oliver takes on the persona of the larger-than-life Burt Lancaster, reminiscing about his life and loves and his friendships with Kirk Douglas and other Hollywood icons, and performing gripping soliloquies from memorable Lancaster movies such as The Rainmaker, Elmer Gantry, and Judgment at Nuremberg.
•  FAREWELL, FITZGERALD

A party with “F. Scott Fitzgerald”

March 2 (8pm); March 3 (3pm & 8pm); March 4 (2pm)

Subscribers $25; single tickets $29

A glittering Gatsby-esque gathering is hosted by F. Scott Fitzgerald (played by Kurt Gravenhorst), the American literary genius who brought the 1920s Jazz Age and its Lost Generation to light. After greeting his guests (the audience, encouraged to wear period attire), F. Scott takes the stage to reflect honestly on the highs and lows of his troubled, romantic life and the novel-in-progress he hopes will revive his forgotten reputation. After taking questions, the host retires to the bar, and the party continues. 

Tabard throws open the doors to Theatre on San Pedro Square to celebrate two special dates in the company of happy revelers and jazz performers, with appetizers and dinner for both catered by downtown San Jose’s Eulipia Restaurant:

• NEW YEAR’S EVE WITH JUANITA HARRIS AND THE JACK CONWAY TRIO

December 31 (8pm–1am); includes top hats and tiaras, complimentary glass of champagne, and dinner, show, and dancing

Subscribers $95 per person; $125 single tickets

•  VALENTINE’S DAY WITH THE GUS KAMBEITZ QUINTET

February 14 (7–10pm); includes long-stemmed rose, glass of champagne, dinner, music, and dancing

Subscribers $75 per person; $100 single tickets

And rounding out its 11th season, Tabard welcomes San Jose’s premier jazz orchestra, Nineteen (formerly San Jose Jazz Orchestra) on four nights:

•  PAMELA ROSE WITH NINETEEN JAZZ ENSEMBLE

October 15 (8pm)

Subscribers $20; single tickets $25

•  BIG BAND CHRISTMAS WITH NINETEEN JAZZ ENSEMBLE

December 13 (8pm)

FREE; reservations recommended

• WAYNE WALLACE WITH NINETEEN JAZZ ENSEMBLE

February 25 (8pm)

Subscribers $20; single tickets $25

•  LOCAL JAZZ COMPOSER SHOWCASE WITH NINETEEN JAZZ ENSEMBLE

April 28 (8pm)

Subscribers $20; single tickets $25 






###
Note: High-resolution photos of artistic and music staff, performers, and previous Tabard productions are available at www.tabardtheatre.org.  

Founded in 2001, THE TABARD Theatre Company is the managing and resident theatre company of Theatre on San Pedro Square, with offices in South San Jose. Tabard is committed to making a difference in the community through the arts by presenting professional-quality shows that are suitable and appropriate for audiences of all ages. Tabard actors, stage crew, and staff of all ages come from throughout the Bay Area as well as San Jose. The company is also committed to making theatre affordable and accessible for all, a goal it meets through its various outreach programs. Additionally, Tabard donates a portion of its concession proceeds to nonprofit organizations that are thematically related to the shows and often includes food or clothing drives during its productions. Tabard produces five mainstage productions each season.
