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Tabard Announces First Annual Young Playwright’s Celebration

Finalists To Have Their Works Professionally Produced and Directed
SAN JOSE, Calif. (May 3, 2010) – In an effort to cultivate and encourage young talent, The Tabard Theatre Company has announced a playwrighting opportunity for Santa Clara County youths in 5th through 12th grades.  The finalists will have their plays fully-staged and directed by a professional director.

As a company committed to creating and producing new works, Tabard launched its Young Playwrights Celebration in conjunction with the company’s 10th season, “A Season of Celebration.”

“It is critically important to get young people to experience live theatre in an environment that is interactive, up close and personal – to make it a tangible experience rather than a passive one,” says Cathy Spielberger Cassetta, Tabard’s executive director.  “What better way to experience theatre than to create it!”

The playwrighting opportunity will be divided into two grade categories: 5th – 8th grades; 9th – 12th grades, and plays may be written in any genre. Entries must be original, unpublished and previously un-produced.

The deadline for script submissions is October 1, 2010.  Up to three semi-finalists in each grade group will be announced by December 1 and presented in a public play reading to coincide with See How They Run, a comedy produced by Tabard in January/February 2011.

One play from each category will be selected after the public play readings as a finalist to be produced in February/March 2011 for at least two performances open to the public at Theatre on San Pedro Square.  Additionally, finalists will receive a certificate and scholarship award.

“This is a celebration of young talent,” says Cassetta.  “We anticipate that the outcome of this playwrighting opportunity for young people will result in sparking or fanning the creative flame in our local youth and encouraging further active involvement in the arts. We hope to encourage as many young people as possible as well as arts patrons that the young generation is engaged and interested in expressing and experiencing their world through the arts.” 

Information on how to submit a script is available at www.tabardtheatre.org.
