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THE TABARD THEATRE COMPANY’S 9TH SEASON:

FEATURING TWO WORLD PREMIERES and TWO AREA PREMIERES!

SAN JOSE, Calif. (August 10, 2009) – After a record-breaking 8th season, the first at their new home in Theatre on San Pedro Square (TOSPS), The Tabard Theatre Company and executive director Cathy Spielberger Cassetta are pleased to announce Tabard’s three main stage-production season and two Tabard Too! productions for 2009-2010, including two exciting world premieres, two South Bay premieres and a record-breaking one-man show.  Subscriptions are $25-$110, available at 800-838-3006, tickets@tabardtheatre.org or www.tabardtheatre.org.
Working directly with Taffetas creator/arranger, Rick Lewis, Tabard kicks off its ninth season in October with the world premiere of Lewis’ A TAFFETA WEDDING, the third show created and written by Rick Lewis that features The Taffetas, a fictional girl-group of four sisters from the late 1950s/early ‘60s.  “Working with Rick directly on this project is very exciting for us,” commented Cassetta, who will be directing.  “We produced both of his previous Taffetas shows to much success. Our audiences still ask, ‘When are The Taffetas coming back?’ Well, I’m thrilled to say they’re coming back in October -- and they’re getting married!”

In A TAFFETA WEDDING, the girls, and their crooning beaus, The Cardigans, will be the first-ever quadruple wedding on the fictional live television program Happily Ever After. The Taffetas (think Lennon Sisters) and The Cardigans (think Lettermen) sing, swoon and sway to the hits of the 1950s and ‘60s that include Who’s Sorry Now, Sh-Boom, Mister Sandman, That’s Amore, Love’s a Many Splendored Thing, Sincerely and Locomotion. The choreography will be created by Dottie Lester-White, highly regarded for her work with Bay Area companies, such as San Jose Stage Company, Broadway by the Bay, and American Musical Theatre of San Jose.  

Tabard begins the New Year in January with the area premiere of HOLD ON TO LOVE, an adaptation of DEAR BRUTUS, a comedy written in 1917 by James M. Barrie, author of PETER PAN. “HOLD ON TO LOVE explores what could happen if people were given a second chance at life’s big decisions,” explained director Doug Baird.  “Would a person’s characteristics change?  Or would a thief still be a thief in another life?”  Having directed for many South Bay companies, Baird recently directed MY FAIR LADY for West Valley Light Opera. 
Tabard closes its 2009-2010 season with LADY, BE GOOD, a musical comedy with music and lyrics by George and Ira Gershwin. Tabard brings this not-often produced musical to South Bay audiences in March, making it another area premiere.  LADY, BE GOOD was first seen on Broadway in 1924 starring Fred and Adele Astaire as a brother and sister team who fall into a bit of bad luck.  The show features songs such as Fascinating Rhythm and Oh Lady, be Good!  Directing LADY, BE GOOD is Diane Milo who directed Tabard’s very successful award-winning production of CROWNS last season.  Milo has over 50 musical theatre credits as director, vocal director or performer with such companies as American Musical Theatre/SJ, Foothill Music Theatre, City Lights Theatre Company, Saratoga Drama Group, and West Valley Light Opera.  As to why Tabard has chosen this rare Gershwin treasure, Milo reflected that “LADY, BE GOOD is an example of the type of Broadway musical that set the standard for a generation and left a legacy of wit, music and charm that is rarely seen on modern stages, usually when a show like this is revived.”  Joining Milo in bringing this classic musical comedy to South Bay audiences is Dottie Lester-White who returns to Tabard to choreograph this show that features tremendous tap and song-and-dance numbers.

In addition to the three main stage productions, Tabard introduces Tabard Too! productions, shows that are best suited for audiences 13 and older. To launch this new programming, Cassetta has chosen Brian Copeland’s one-man hit NOT A GENUINE BLACKMAN and local playwright and composer Ted Kopulos’ new musical THE POPTIMISTS.

NOT A GENUINE BLACK MAN premiered in 2004 at the Marsh Theatre in San Francisco. Performing for over two years, it became the longest running solo show in San Francisco theatre history. Additionally, Copeland has been in the spotlight for nearly a decade working for KTVU Mornings on 2, and hosting his own show called COPELAND’S CORNER. Touching on isolation, racial identity and redemption, NOT A GENUINE BLACK MAN addresses the effects of growing up African American in San Leandro, considered in the 1960s and ‘70s to be one of the most racist suburbs in America. “I hope to make a connection with folks that allows them to see and feel what it's like to be 'the only one',” Copeland stated.  “The question then becomes, how do you survive and navigate under those circumstances.”  South Bay audiences have the opportunity to catch this one-man show before it becomes a film. 

In December, the world premiere of Ted Kopulos’ THE POPTIMISTS comes to the stage.  A theatre graduate of San Jose State, Kopulos has been composing, acting and directing for over 30 years, working with most of the major theatres in the South Bay, including co-founding TheaterWest in Los Gatos.  Remembering a high school assembly forty years ago involving a group of young, traveling performers promoting racial tolerance, peace and driving safety, Kopulos found the perfect target for a satirical musical. “THE POPTIMISTS is intended as an affectionate poke at both the faux idealism and conservative propaganda of the 1970s—both not-so-subtly disguised in upbeat American clothing,” said Kopulos.  
Tabard’s productions will be performed at Theatre on San Pedro Square in San Jose, located at 29 North San Pedro Street. Season subscriptions are $25-$110, available at 800-838-3006, tickets@tabardtheatre.org or online at www.tabardtheatre.org.

###

PHOTO: 
The fictional ‘50s/’60s girl group The Taffetas return to The Tabard Theatre Company at Theatre on San Pedro Square in the world premiere of A TAFFETA WEDDING, October 23 – November 14, 2009. 

The Taffetas: Diane Milo as Kaye (in blue), Robyn Winslow as Cheryl (in pink), Hayley Lovgren as Peggy (in lavender) and Shannon Ryan as Donna (in yellow). 

The Cardigans featured in photos held by The Taffetas: Tim Reynolds as Chuck (with Diane Milo/Kaye); Mike Amaral as Johnny  (with Robyn Winslow/Cheryl); Greg Goebel as Frankie (with Hayley Lovgren/Peggy); and Ben D’Angelo as Buddy (with Shannon Ryan/Donna).
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