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The Tabard Theatre Company Presents 

The Musical World Premiere of 

STOMPIN’ AT THE SAVOY

A Big Band floor show to put you in the mood

SAN JOSE, Calif. (September 11, 2010) – As part of its mission to present new and creative works, The Tabard Theatre Company will kickoff the 2010-2011 season, Tabard’s 10th!, with STOMPIN’ AT THE SAVOY, a world premiere musical celebration of the Big Band era in association with San Jose Jazz.  The production will run from Oct. 8-24, 2010 at Theatre on San Pedro Square in downtown San Jose.

STOMPIN’ AT THE SAVOY will be done in the style of a Big Band floor show similar to those presented by the Dorseys, Harry James, Duke Ellington and others in the hey dey of the Big Band era.  It will feature an eleven-piece orchestra and vocalists singing feel-good tunes from the late 1920s to the mid-1940s, where audience members will have the opportunity to dance to the popular music.   

"One of my joys as a producer is to create new works,” says Tabard’s executive director Cathy Spielberger Cassetta. “I also love recreating another time and place and providing theatre-goers with an opportunity to have an experience in that time and place. STOMPIN’ AT THE SAVOY is a new work that will take us back to a glamorous time in American entertainment that was imbued with music that defined an era with fabulous lyrics and magical melodies and arrangements. There is no sadness in Big Band music. STOMPIN’ AT THE SAVOY will lift and encourage anyone who attends. And for those not familiar with this music or format, this show is an opportunity to experience an exciting presentation of timeless tunes." 

Gus Kambeitz, music director for San Jose Jazz Orchestra, collaborated with Cassetta, choreographer Dottie Lester-White and vocal director Diane Milo on selecting the Big Band songs and arrangements that will showcase the talents of the cast as well as provide many opportunities for members of the audience to dance.  

Says Kambeitz, “Stompin’ At The Savoy was a great, popular tune about the largest dance club in New York in the 1940s and the only interracial dance club.  This show will be like walking back to a simpler, happier time, before America entered World War Two.  We’re trying to do something that makes people optimistic about the country and themselves.”

Bay Area playwright Ted Kopulos added special material to the production, which will be directed by Cassetta.
Supporting the look and feel of the floor show, there will be cabaret seating near the stage, and audience members will have the opportunity to dance during the show. To help with that, Tabard is offering free swing dance lessons thirty minutes before each performance to those who have tickets to STOMPIN’ AT THE SAVOY. Also to help bring the look and feel of the floor show to life, theatre-goers are invited to dress in the style of the day: Period attire is admired but not required.

The designated non-profit for the production is San Jose Jazz Education Outreach (www.sanjosejazz.org) to support their work of bringing and cultivating music in Santa Clara County schools.

STOMPIN’ AT THE SAVOY will run Oct. 8-24 at Theatre on San Pedro Square in downtown San Jose.  All evening performances at 8 p.m.; Saturday matinees at 3 p.m., Sundays at 2 p.m.  Tickets are available at www.tabardtheatre.org; tickets@tabardtheatre.org, or by calling 800-838-3006.  Prices: Cabaret Seating $35, Adults $27, Seniors $25, Adult Students $15, Youth/Kids  $10.  Advance purchase strongly recommended.  
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