A Taffeta Christmas

By Larry Sacks

A Taffeta Christmas is still running at the Triton Hall Pavilion in Santa Clara and the show has been a tremendous success.  If you haven’t seen The Taffetas perform or you haven’t seen A Taffeta Christmas, then make plans to do it since this week is the last week you’ll be able.  A Taffeta Christmas is a production of the Tabard Theatre Company – based out of, well, right now, really nowhere since the Tabard is currently looking for a new home.   The Tabard Theatre Company is a public benefit corporation committed to making a difference in the community through the arts by presenting professional-quality shows that are suitable and appropriate for audiences of all ages. Tabard actors, stage-crew, and staff of all ages come from throughout the Bay Area.  The company is also committed to making theatre affordable and accessible for all, a goal it meets through its various outreach programs. Additionally, Tabard donates a portion of its concession proceeds to non-profit organizations that are thematically related to the shows and often includes food or clothing drives during its productions. The company produces three main-stage productions each season and offers theatre workshops for adults and children.

A Taffeta Christmas is set in December 1959 at the Moose Hall in the Taffeta’s hometown of Muncie, Indiana.  The Taffeta’s are doing their live television special on “Hometown Hoedown” for the DuMont Television Network.  The DuMont Television Network, the first television network in the country, presented some of the most creative and innovative shows for their time and was licensed before NBC, CBS and ABC.  


A Taffeta Christmas stars four sisters – Donna (Vanessa Briggs), Peggy (Rebecca Lipon), Kaye (Diane Milo) and Cheryl (Michelle Russell) – who are very typical of the girl groups of the 1950s and ’60s

The Triton Hall Pavilion is a cozy theater.  As an audience member, you’re right there with the action with the stage being no more than 15 feet away at any point.  This coziness adds to the show since you can really feel yourself being transported back in time as if you were there for this live TV special.  The acting is first rate and the musical numbers are among the best this reporter has seen in any off-Broadway show.  The characters are very believable and it’s easy to feel a connection to them during the show.  They reach out to the audience – both in the musical numbers and commercials for their sponsors, and they also involve audience members in the show.  They find “mom and dad” in the audience as well as a family member who helped sew all of their costumes.  This is a chance for the audience to take the spotlight and with the Taffetas, it’s not a difficult thing to do.  

The Taffetas sing songs such as Sugar Time, Santa Baby, Marshmallow World, There’s No Place Like Home for the Holidays, I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus, among others.  


A Taffeta Christmas runs through December 17, with shows selling out fast.  This is a great show and this is the last weekend you’ll be able to see it, so act now and don’t miss out on this wonderful show.  There are showings on Thursday night, December 15 at 8pm, Friday night December 16 at 8pm and Saturday, December 19 at 3pm and 8pm.  The show on December 16 will also include a post show talk back with the cast and staff.  Ticket prices are $22 with discounts available for Seniors and Students.  

Next up for The Tabard Theatre Company is The Magician’s Nephew starting in March 2006.   The Magician’s Nephew is the prequel to The Lion, The Witch And The Wardrobe in C.S. Lewis’ beloved series The Chronicles Of Narnia.  Follow young Digory and his friend Polly as magical rings transport them to enchanted Narnia and wicked Charn where they meet Aslan the great lion and Jadis the evil queen. Join them in this imaginative and highly theatrical dramatization of a literary classic.  


For more information on The Tabard Theatre Company, visit their website at http://www.tabardtheatre.org/

