
Coming Up Daisy
ALFRED UHRY’s Driving Miss Daisy, which won the Pulitzer Prize for 
drama and served as the basis for the Oscar-winning film, is now seeing 
a revival. There is currently a production on Broadway starring James 
Earl Jones and Vanessa Redgrave, and here in the Bay Area, the Tabard 
Theatre Company is staging its own version.

For those who don’t know, the Miss Daisy referred to in the title is an 
elderly Georgia Jewish woman no longer able to safely operate a motor 
vehicle. The driving is done by Hoke Colburn, an aging black man whom 
Daisy’s son, Boolie, hires, completely against his mother’s 
wishes. Daisy doesn’t get along with her new chauffeur. 
She is bitter about the erosion of her independence 
and has the prejudices against blacks that one would 
expect of a Southerner born in 1876. But the more time 
they spend together, the more they realize they have in 
common. A lifelong friendship has begun.

The story spans the years from 1948 to 1973, a turbulent 
and often violent period in America. Terrorists blow up 
the Reform Jewish temple that Daisy attends (a real-life 
event), and Daisy later takes an interest in the activities 
of Martin Luther King Jr. However, the play is presented 
as an understated narrative about the relationship between a few people, 
not as a sweeping historical panorama. The set design, tasteful in its 
simplicity, helps keep the focus on the characters. A group of four chairs 
represent the cars that Hoke drives, and this setup proves remarkably 
convincing once the actors start to do their thing.

Tabard Theatre has assembled a fine cast, whose performances ring 
true throughout the play. The role of Hoke is closely associated with 
Morgan Freeman, who played the part in both the movie and the 
original theatrical production. Nevertheless, James Creer’s take on Hoke 
is highly personalized, never for a moment recalling Freeman’s. Beverly 
Griffith and Toby Cordone are similarly original in their respective roles 
as Daisy and Boolie. At no point does it seem that they are trying to act 
like Jessica Tandy or Dan Aykroyd.

There isn’t much else to say about Tabard’s Driving Miss Daisy that 
hasn’t already been said about previous productions or the movie. It 
remains, as it always has been, a touching and bittersweet comedy, 
and watching the bond grow between the two main characters is a 
heartwarming experience.—Sean Conwell
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Through Nov. 27

Theatre on 
Tabard Theatre 

Company, San Pedro 
Square, San Jose 

$15–$24

48
M

E
TR

O
A

C
TI

V
E

.C
O

M
  |

  S
A

N
JO

SE
.C

O
M

  |
  N

O
V

EM
B

ER
 1

7-
23

, 
20

10
  |

  M
E

TR
O

 S
IL

IC
O

N
 V

A
LL

E
Y

La
w

re
nc

e 
W

hi
tc

om
b

Win
Free
Stuff
METROGIVEAWAYS.COM
enter to win online 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (None)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 0
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFX1a:2001
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName <FEFF0068007400740070003a002f002f007700770077002e0063006f006c006f0072002e006f00720067ffff>
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /ENU <FEFF>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [864.000 864.000]
>> setpagedevice


